FOREWORD

AMONG many joys which a revisit to Morocco recently
afforded me after an absence of sixteen years there were
mixed some griefs, and none more painful, or unthink-
able, than the declining health which had just come to Walter
Harris, I had known him for forty-six years, years which
never seemed to have taken anything from his perennial gaiety
but to have widened the range of his observation and added
to the piquancy of his wit. His death, on 4th April last, is
in fact the occasion of this Foreword to East Agaln^ his last book,
which was completed just before his illness. As it is not
about Morocco, where he was known and loved by high and
humble, rich and poor, old and young, in short by just everybody,
the Publishers have asked me to tell other readers, those in the
countries of which the book treats or elsewhere to whom he may
have been little if at all known, something about the author
himself, his activities and his wonderful qualities,

Walter was the second of four sons of the late Frederick W,
Harris, of London, shipowner and highly respected member of the
Society of Friends* The fourth was Clement, a musician of brilli-
ant promise who died early and tragically in the Greco-Turkish
War of 18 97. The first and third, the late Sir Frederick Leverton
Harris and the present Sir Austen Harris, both rose to
distinction at home, and such would doubtless have been
Walter's destiny also had not fate ruled for him success of another
sort. He, however, after education at Harrow, still merely
a boy and accompanied mostly by Clement, took to travel,
For this his father's many connections abroad afforded facilities.
So, when, in 1897, Walter first appeared in Morocco, although
only twenty-one and looking, as he always did, far less than his
age, he was already quite a far-travelled person. Of Morocco
he became enamoured and Morocco of him, and not less abidingly
either. Apparently, he discerned in its romantically backward
conditions and in the absorbing uncertainties of its political
future the possibilities of an independent and congenial career

5